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Jerusalem, it occurred to me that this scene might be a
contempoiary picture of that rlunch and Golgotha, and the
mote closely I looked nt this mosaic, the more certain I felt
that I was li^ht.   'I'he mound which rises behind the figure of
Cluist, with the, rithly jewelled cross on the summit, seemed
to hear a striking resemblance to Golgotha as it was in
Conslantine's time.    The clearest contemporary account of
Golgotha   is   that   by   the  nun   Ktheria,  whose  travels in
Sinai I have mentioned.    She was in Jerusalem about the
year 4^0, and say.s that Const.mtine's architects left Golgotha
as  an   abxupt,   detached   lock standing   in   the  open air
in  the midst of a beautiful  cloister.   The rock had been
richly decorated \\ith mosaic,, and on top was a tall cross
covered with jewels and  gilding.    After the pilgrims had
prayed beside the tomb of Christ, it was the custom for them
to be conducted to the cioss by the Bishop.    Here, stand-
ing in the open air round the foot of Golgotha, they sang many
kyrie eleisoas while the Bishop's throne was moved round the
rock.

My delight at having perceived what I felt was the artist's
intention was increased some months later, when I discovered
that two authorities whose opinion is worth more than mine
have already offered this interpretation: D. Ainaloff, the
Russian writer, and Mr. George Jeflreys, in his book on the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. If this interpretation is
correct, how enormously it adds to the interest of this mosaic,
which is thus a contemporary picture, executed perhaps by an
eye-witness, or prepared under the supervision of an eye-
witness, of the first Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built by
Constantine the Great in 336 A.D,

The Sacristan of St. Pudenziana showed rnc a portion
of the nave which has been taken up to expose the red
bricks of a Roman building. The remains of a house of
the First Century lie under the church, at a depth of about
twenty to thirty feet, and an ancient tradition declares
this to be the house of Cornelius Pudcns, one of the first
members of the Apostolic Church. Here, it is believed,
St. Peter lived, preached, baptised, and celebrated the Holy